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The Carnegie Hero Fund Commission
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PURPOSE

The Carnegie Hero Fund awards the Carnegie Medal to individuals in the United States and
Canada who risk death or serious physical injury to an extraordinary degree saving or attempting
to save the lives of others.

HEROES

Those who have received the highest honor for civilian heroism.

18 will receive Carnegie Medal for extraordinary acts of heroism

The Carnegie Hero Fund is honored to recognize 18 individuals, including four women who saved
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their friend from an attacking cougar, five members of law enforcement, and a physician and a
pastor who rushed and tackled a shooter who opened fire in the social hall of a church occupied by
at least 45 people.

All the men and women recognized today, in acts of extraordinary heroism, risked serious injury or
death to save others. This is the Hero Fund’s second award announcement for 2024. Each
individual will receive the Carnegie Medal, North America’s highest honor for civilian heroism.
Other rescuers this quarter include two plumbers who died attempting to save two young family
members who fell through thin ice covering Humboldt Lake in Saskatchewan, a veterinary nurse
who pulled a 14-year-old from rough water in Lake Michigan, and a 26-year-old man who chased
off assailants who were holding a man at gunpoint in Washington, DC.

The Carnegie Medal is given throughout the U.S. and Canada to those who enter extreme danger
while saving or attempting to save the lives of others. With this announcement, the Carnegie Medal
has been awarded to 10,440 individuals since the inception of the Pittsburgh-based Fund in 1904.
Each of the recipients or their survivors will receive a financial grant. Throughout the 120 years
since the Fund was established by industrialist-philanthropist Andrew Carnegie, nearly $45 million
has been given in one-time grants, scholarship aid, death benefits, and continuing assistance.

The awardees are:

Daniel Rose, Sterling Heights, Michigan

David Chapman, Detroit

Antwaun M. Jackson, deceased, Jacksonville, North Carolina

Christopher Novecosky, deceased, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

Joseph Novecosky, deceased, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan

John Parks, Washington, District of Columbia

Sara Schaller, Hammond, Indiana

Kevin James Schell, deceased, Bracebridge, Ontario

John Cheng, deceased, Laguna Nigel, California

Billy Chang, Taipei City, Taiwan

Rolando Rene Caballero, deceased, Port Arthur, Texas

Christopher Bischoff, Kenosha, Wisconsin

Kelsey Schwuchow, Kenosha, Wisconsin

Daniel L. Weiss, Stokesdale, North Carolina

Annie Bilotta, Seattle

Tisch Schmidt-Williams, North Bend, Washington

Aune Tietz, Seattle

Erica Wolf, Seattle

John Cheng and Billy Chang

John Cheng and Billy Chang
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At least 45 people were in the social hall of a Laguna Woods, California, church following a May
15, 2022, luncheon, when a 68-year-old man armed with two semi-automatic pistols fired one of
the guns multiple times, injuring five elderly congregants. As people fled or took cover, sports and
family medicine doctor John Cheng, 52, from Laguna Niguel, California, was seated at a table
about 25 feet away from the assailant. After hearing the first shot, Cheng stood up and charged the
assailant rather than fleeing toward available exits or shelter. Cheng pushed the assailant around
his upper torso and both men fell to the floor beneath a table. A struggle ensued between the two
men, and the assailant shot Cheng three times in the chest. The assailant stood up and struggled to
either reload or unjam his weapon. Pastor Billy Chang, 67, from Taipei City, Taiwan, stepped down
from a stage about 20 feet away and advanced toward the assailant. Chang was within a few feet of
the assailant when he picked up a chair and struck the assailant’s back. The strike caused the
assailant to fall to the floor, facedown, and Chang held the assailant down by his head, neck, and
hand. Chang shouted for others to help when three men and Chang’s wife responded. The wife
took the gun to a different room and returned to the scene. The three men, Chang, and his wife
used an extension cord to tie the assailant’s hands behind his back and they restrained him until
police arrived. It was then that the assailant’s second gun was found in an ankle holster. He was
taken into custody. The four men and one woman who were also shot survived their injuries.
Chang was not injured during the incident. Cheng died from his gunshot wounds.
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